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Abstract

Rethinking the Relationship between Meiji Era Shoka and Taisho Era Doyo:
The Use of Warabe Uta and Mukashi Banashi, and the Interest in the World of Children

Nahed ALMEREE

In modern Japan, before the production of songs (doyd) and stories (dowa) for children
blossomed in children’s literary magazines such as 4kai Tori (Red Bird) in the Taisho period,
the Meiji period saw the birth of the so-called shéka, songs used in music education at
elementary schools. Déyé came into existence as a critical reaction against these shdka and
music education in general.

In this essay, we first clarify the critical stance authors of ddyd took against shoka. Then,
by analyzing concrete examples of shoka, we examine to what extent the doyé authors’
criticism was congruent with the actual characteristics of the shoka. Particular attention
goes to Kitahara Hakushi, the poet who leveled the most vehement criticism against
shoka and who played a central role in the literary production of doyé during the Taisho
period. We argue that although Hakushil's severe criticism was aimed at the perceived
lack of “tradition” and “a childlike mind” in shéka, in fact these two key components of his
own doyd were already present in Meiji era song collections such as Shogaku shika (Songs for
Elementary School, 1892-1894) and Kyéka-tekiyd yonen shoka (For Use in Class: Songs for Young
Children, 1900-1902). This finding challenges the simple binary opposition, through which
both déyé authors and doyé scholars have tended to frame shdka and doyd, and stimulates
us to consider the more nuanced relationship between both genres.
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