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PROPOSED METHOD OF FINDING SPECIALTY SHOP DISTRICTS AND THEIR
ACTUAL SITUATION—NATIONWIDE DISTRIBUTION AND SALES TRENDS—

Akane KATAYAMA, Kaoru KAWASAKI and Mamoru TANIGUCHI

The decline of commercial districts rooted in a region has occurred in many cities throughout Japan
because of suburbanization, activation of online shopping, etc. Some specialty shop streets, such as Aki-
habara, operate with wide area attractiveness by handling specialized products. This study was conducted
to gain information related to future policies to maintain commercial districts by clarifying their economic
realities with the distribution of specialty shopping streets nationwide. Results demonstrate the feasibility
of using the proposed method of identifying specialty shop streets using commercial data and phonebook
data. Furthermore, results of analyses revealed that the rate of decrease in annual commodity sales amount
in specialty shop streets is higher than that throughout commercial accumulation areas.
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