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The Trends of Special Needs Education Teacher Training: Constructing an Inclusive
Education System as seen by Reports from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology’'s Central Council for Education in Japan.
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This paper summarises the changes from 1996 to 2017 in special needs education training for current teachers, based
on findings reported by the Central Council for Education of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology, Japan (MEXT) . As preparations to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities have
progressed through the 2005 report 'An Ideal System for Promoting Special Needs Education' and the 2007 signing of the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, special needs education has been made an issue requiring action by
schools as a whole, and the proposals in the findings include creating mechanisms in the training structure centred on
professional schools for teacher education, enhancing collaboration between universities and boards of education, and
improving management-level training and in-school training to offer special needs education as a team. There is an increased
need for training to provide the basics of special needs education to ordinary teachers as generalists, in addition to enriching
training for specialists who focus on special needs education.
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