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Vowel Devoicing in the Young Speakers with
Tokai Dialects

FURKUMORI Takahiro & IKEDA Akihiro

This study examines the degree of vowel devoicing in the speech of
young people with Tokai dialects from eastern Aichi Prefecture, and
western and central Shizuoka Prefecture, located between the Tokyo and
Kansai areas, Factors affecting vowel devoicing, such as surrounding
phonemes and accent patterns, arc also examined. The results obtained
from the study are as follows!

(1) There is no clear difference in the speech of young people with Tokai
dialects from eastern Aichi Prefecture, and western and central Shizuoka
Prefecture. Furthermore, the speech data show that compared to the
Tokyo and Kansai areas, the target region can be classified as an area
where vowel devoicing frequently occurs.

(2) In regard to accent, vowels are seldom devoiced in the H in HL accent.
pattern, but in other phonetic environments there are not any data that
demonstrate that the accent affects vowel devoicing.

(3) With respect to consonants' manners of articulation, vowels are highly
devoiced in the ‘unvoiced-affricative _ unvoiced-plosive’ environment.
However, vowels are seldom devoiced in the ‘unvoiced-plosive _
unvoiced-fricative’ and the ‘unvoiced-fricative _ unvoiced-fricative’
environments.

(4) There are some examples of vowel devoicing prior to and following the
voiced consonants /zi, zu/, However, compared to the environments where
vowels are prior to and follow voiceless consonants, of which the manners
of articulation are the same as above, the degree that vowel devoicing
occurs is low.



