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On Toritate focalizers co-occuring with ze-form

TAGAWA, Takumi

This paper provides some descriptive arguments about Toritate focalizers (e.g.
mo, sae, dake, bakari...) which co-occur with so-called “fe”’-form from the syntactic
point of view.

The arguments are as follows.

1) Toritate focalizers are divided into two groups with respect to whether they
can precede or follow fe (in this paper, “preceding te” means “following verbal form
so-called Ren’yoo-kei”). On the one hand, mo, sae, sura, ha and sika consist of
one group. They can precede and follow fe. On the other hand, dake and bakari make
up one group. Both particles can not precede ‘e.

2) Adding to the argument 1), dake and bakari differ in following re. Dake can
not follow fe while bakari can. Although they have a common meaning “restrictive”,
they differ in syntactic behavior. The fact gives one empirical evidence to necessity
of pure syntactic approach to Toritate focalizers.

3) Some Toritate focalizers which are formed by de (e.g. demo, desae, desura,
dewa) do exist. I show that this “de’ must be considered as a copular and other three
possibilities may be excluded from empirical evidences; they are a) de-X is one word
as a whole, b) this de is conjunctive marker, c) this de substitutes other predicate.

In the argument, I suggest that ze-form behave as a NP or PP rather than VP.
This may enable us to explain a distributional problem of Toritate focalizers
concerning fe-form.
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