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On the Roles of Sokuon in Japanese Onomatopoeia

Akio Nasu

A Japanese onomatopoeia always has a 2-mora sized basic structure(=root), and must
include an onomatopoeia marker at its right edge. There are 4 types of markers: redupli-
cated root, mora nasal /N/, suffix 'ri’ , and sokuon(=geminated consonant). Traditionally,
all of them have been treated as independent elements which can be added to the ono-
matopoetic root in a linear fashion. A geminate, however, cannot be added directly to
the root because of its phonetic property. This observation leads us to the consequence
that a geminate is not a marker being added but an element which occurs as a result of
assimilation. In addition, the sokuon-phenomenon co-occurs with -to’ which functions
both as a marker of quotation and as a suffix that forms an adverb. In the former case,
the geminate appears in the right edge of the reduplicated form as a marker of quotation.
On the other hand, the geminate in the latter case appears at the third mora position in
the 4-morae template. This template corresponds to a minimal onomatopoetic word size

and a maximal limit of lexicalized adverbial onomatopoeia.



