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A typifification of wvariation in

loanword sounds in dictiomary items

Hiroshi MATSUZAKI

There are two ways of incorporating foreign sounds into Japanese. " One
is to change the foreign sound into a Japanese sound ( e.g.[di]l—/zji/or/de/),
and the other is to formulate a new mora(loanword sound), similar to the ori-
ginal form, filling in a "gap” in the phonological system { e.g.[di]—/di/).
A fluctuation occurs between the Japanese sound and the loanword sound.
Sixteen different dictionaries were employed to study variations in the
noras listed below: /sje/[sel] /cje/ltoel] /zje/lgae] /je/[Jel /hje/[ ¢ el
/nje/[nel /tsa/[tsal /tse/[tse] /tso/[tsol /si/[sil] /zi/[dzi] /ci/[tsi]
/ei/lei] /eu/Cew] /di/Z0did /du/0dw]/ /tju/ltijw] Zdju/ldju] /fa/[dal
/fi/[®i] /fe/[Del /fo/[Do] /fju/[Dju] /wi/lwil /ve/[wel /wo/[wol
In this study, all loanword sound variations are classified into 3 types.
A The fluctuation between the loanword sound in one mora and the Japanese
sound in two moras. ( e.g. /sjerareone/~/sjierareone/)
B The fluctuation between the loanword sound and the Japanese sound
with the same vowel. ( e.g. /sjepaRdo/~/sepaRdo/ )
C "

with the same consonant. ( e.g. /ataQsjekeRsu/~/ataQsjukeRsu/)



