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‘The Dictionary of Sentences’

of Altaic Languages

FURUMORI Takahiro, Deniz BOKESOY,

Utsuact Akira and Ko Hye-jung

This paper attempts to construct ‘the dictionary of sentences of Altaic
languages for contrastive linguistic studies. This attempt is based on
Frei (1953), He attempted to make a dictionary of sentences instead of
words and completed French ‘dictionary’ consisted of 2,000 sentences.

In this paper, we deal with Japanese, Turkish, Mongolian and
Korean among Altaic languages. We researched Turkish and Korean
originally through interviews, while we utilized previous studies for
Japanese and Mongolian (Japanese: F'rei 1971, Mongolian: Jéo 1975). In
interviews, native consultants gave researchers sentences in their native
languages which correspond to the sentences in Frei (1971).

Among the sentences obtained from our original research and the
previous studies, the first 8 sentences are showed, and lexicons in them
are contrasted tentatively. As a result, the distributional difference of
lexicons in Altaic languages is showed.

Even though the discussion in this paper is only on lexical study, we
are sure that this kind of ‘dictionary’ will also help syntax and semantics
of Altaic languages to develop.



