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The Diversification of Nomenclature of Academic
Degrees in Japanese Higher Education:
Current State and Transition as found by 2015
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The 1991 revision of educational codes has brought about a diversification of nomenclatures
of academic degrees in Japanese higher education. A series of surveys on the nomenclature of
academic degrees awarded by universities has been conducted by the National Institution for
Academic Degrees and Quality Enhancement of Higher Education (NIAD-QE). More than a
decade has passed since the results of this longitudinal study were reported for the last time.
So, it is time to determine how the revision of the code may or may not have changed state of,
and trend in, the nomenclature of academic degrees in Japan.

This article aims to examine the current state of, and trends in, the structure of
nomenclature diversification of academic degrees based on the results of the National Survey
that NIAD-QE implemented in 2015. Analyses revealed that both academic field and year of
establishment of a university contribute to the nomenclature diversification in any program. In
addition, the analyses of titles of degrees in English found that at bachelor’s and master’s level,
there is a tendency to directly express each field of discipline: Bachelor of Literature, Bachelor of
Engineering or Bachelor of Medicine, whereas structural terminology, such as Bachelor of Arts
in [major] or Bachelor of Science in [major], is not widely used. The majority of doctoral
degrees were presented using cohesive grouping of disciplines such as Doctor of Philosophy

wn [major] or Ph.D. in [major].
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