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The Urban Growth and Plannings of Post-war Paris

Akira TEZUKA

This paper traces the evolution of plannings of the Paris region (la région d’Ile de Irance)

and its urban growth during the post-war period.

The Paris region of this period 1s

characterized by the rapid population growth, due to both natural increase and migration,
Succesive urban plannings for the Paris region reflect the changing orientation of French

planners to face this problem.

Up to 1960, the Paris region had suffered from the lack of effective urban planning. At
that time, a strong anti-Paris tendency, inspired by a famous book, Gravier's Paris ¢t le
désert frangais, dominated the regional policy of the French government. The priority of
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public investments was given to provincial developments. ITven in the 1960 plan (P.A.D.O.
G.), planners adopted the restriction strategy of physical growth of Paris agglomeration.

But, the rapid rate of population increase in the Paris region and the economic growth
of post-war Irance finally led the Paris regional government to conceive a grandiose master
plan in the early 1960s. The Paris region added 1.15 million to its population from 1954 to
1962 and planners predicted as its total population 14 million in 2000, that signified the
increase of more than 5 million people. In order to accomodate these additional population,
the 1965 master plan (shéma directeur) contained, among others, the ambitious scheme of new
town construction. These new towns were regarded as an key element of the planning
strategy for the Paris region. In contrast with English new towns, the Paris new towns (villes
nouvelles) represented a continuous growth of the Paris agglomeration. But, the principal
construction phase of these new towns began only in the early 1970s.

Recently, the marked decline of the rate of population expansion of the Paris region and
the profound transformation of the French society lead planners to re-think the principles of
the 1965 master plan and envisage the new structure of the Paris region in the future.



