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“Grace” and the God’s immanence in the world
— Full survey of the Thomas Aquinas’ theory on the grace ——

Naoki KUWABARA

Thomas Aquinas, the representative scholastic theologian, is known in a history of the
Christian theology by having developed his theory of the grace under the conceptual
framework of Aristotelian “hexis = habitus”. We must notice that “habitus” is a “quality
(attribute)” of a human soul, and therefore is a kind of creature. In other words, the so-called
“Thomistic idea of the grace” based on the conceptual framework of habitus refers to what
later scholasticism called the “gratia creata (created grace)”.

On the other hand, the focal point of the theory on the grace in the modern Catholic
theology is so-called “gratia increata (grace which is not created)”, i.e. the God Himself who
gives grace. Their interest are concentrated in the topic such as “inhabitation” of God (the
Holy Spirit, the Trinity) in the human soul.

However, Thomas’s idea of the grace is not simply “gratia creata”, “the grace” on the
basis of the conceptual framework of habitus. The Thomistic theory of the grace as a whole
includes what theologian today calls “gratia increata” and has a large scope of viewpoint to
the universal salvation of the human being and to the ecclesiology and the Christology.

I've tried to survey the whole structure of the Thomistic theory of the grace paying
attention to the above-mentioned both sides.

The theory of the grace based on the conceptual framework of the habitus that is
conventionally known as “Thomistic theory of the grace” describes diverse aspects of the
grace working inside of the human being that received the grace. It describes, so to speak,
the “vestigium” of God left inside of the human being who received grace.

On the other hand, Thomas also gave his elucidation about the diverse aspects of what
today’s theologians call “gratia increata”, the work of the God Himself. Thomas described
these as the immanence of God in the world, the Incarnation of the persona Son, the mission
of the persona, particularly that of the Son, and the church and the sacrament.

I hope the elucidation in this article have prepared for the dialogue between Thomas and

the modern theology.
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