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Intention of using school buses taking advantage of school elimination and consolidation

-Focus on reduction of anxiety about mobility in the sparsely populated areas -

e an G

Mori Hidetaka*, Taniguchi Mamoru**

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology decided to revise the guidance of school
elimination and consolidation in January, 2015. According to the guidance, the worth of school buses is increasing,
especially in sparsely populated areas. However, it is difficult to sustain the mobility in such areas because of
decreasing birth rates and aging population. This study asked residents about their intentions for using school buses
not only for children but also for all residents in these areas. Results show that 1) most residents recognized the
difficulty of transporting children to the school as a common problem in the area, 2) summarizing the intentions for

using buses reduced residents’ anxiety about mobility.

Keywords: school elimination and consolidation, school bus, mobility, intention on use, anxiety
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