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Summary

The paper is concerned with the expression using
the silver foil discoloration in Japanese-style
paintings, especially focusing on its visual effect,
implicit message, and relation to the theme.

Firstly, the paper presents the history that silver foil
has been adopted into Japanese-style paintings. The
characteristics of silver foil as material in those
paintings are explained with examples, and the
author presents her own idea that the discoloration is
the important advantage of using silver foil.

It is remarkable that some artists have the same
view as the author on the silver foil discoloration and
thus the paper secondly investigates the works
which seem to be produced based on the
understanding of the discoloration. On these works,
the author presents considerations on the roles of
the silver foil discoloration in their composition,
theme, and the philosophy of artists.

Finally, the author analyzes the effects given by the
silver foil discoloration to the author’s own works.
Since the silver foil placed on the paintings leaves a
flat and static impression, it is difficult to describe
liveliness and perspective. However, according to
the investigations and the analyses, the discoloration
can eliminate the stagnation and describe vibrant
and lively movements. Moreover, depending on the
tones of the discoloration, the paintings leave a
variety of impressions such as vividness, liveliness,
dignity and grandness.

The paper concludes with that employing the
expression using the silver foil discoloration,
Japanese-style paintings can gain an emphasized
visual impression, and effectively represent the
theme and the mind of artists.
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