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Current status and problems of integrated childcare at preschools for
hearing-impaired children

Yuu SUZUKI ™ Atsuko SATO ™

Because of the increasingly widespread use of cochlear implants and inclusive education, increasing numbers of
hearing-impaired infants and children are attending local regular kindergartens or eclementary schools. Integrated
childcare at preschools for hearing-impaired children with nursery school toddlers or kindergarten pupils
is a very important educational activity in terms of human relationships. We used a questionnaire to assess the current
status and problems of integrated childcare at preschools for hearing-impaired children. We found the following:

1. Integrated childcare was included in the curriculum in 68.6% of preschools and was not included in the curriculum in
28.3%. Many preschools provided such childcare with the aims of broadening children’ s life experience, developing
their social skills, and ensuring sufficient numbers of children to provide effective education.

2. The information provided to the kindergartens and nursery schools in advance by preschools for hearing-impaired
children was similar to the questions received from those facilities and concerned levels of hearing impairment in
children and points to consider regarding hearing aids and cochlear implants.

3. Problems included the fact that healthy children were not able to understand whether hearing-impaired children
wearing cochlear implants were having difficulties and the fact that integrated childcare programs were rarely
implemented.

In future we need to clearly demonstrate how to promote integrated childcare in order to develop the ability of

teachers who can act in community networks and groups.
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