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Current status and issues of cooperation between schools for hearing-
impaired children and resource rooms for students with hearing
impairments or speech disorders

Nobuyuki IDO* Atsuko SATO*

We used a questionnaire to clarify the current status of cooperation between schools for hearing-impaired children
and resource rooms for students with hearing impairments or speech disorders, and we studied the benefits that the
resource rooms expected to receive from the schools. We found that cooperation was not necessarily actively
implemented: 41.6% of the schools did not cooperate with the resource rooms and 32.5% cooperated and collaborated as
needed. Cooperation was difficult because of no needs for cooperation and long distances between the schools and
resource rooms. The resource rooms expected the schools to provide education regarding pronunciation and speech
training and to create an environment friendly to hearing-impaired children, the understanding and recognition of
impairments, and the use of hearing aids. Education regarding deaf culture, sign language, and careers was less likely
to be expected. Therefore, to meet the needs of communities, we need to investigate the construction of a less

burdensome cooperation system and ways of maintaining networks between schools and resource rooms.

Key Words : resource rooms for students with hearing impairments or speech disorders,
Special Needs Education School for the Deaf, function as a resource center
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