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Development of a Dairy Region in the Northwestern Quarter of
Saitama Prefecture

Isao SAITO

The author analyed the development processes of a dairy region in the northwestern
quarter of Saitama Prefecture with special reference to the milk processing capitals, and ob-
tained the following results.

An urban dairy which keeps dairy cows, produces and processes fluid milk in an enter-
prize, appeared in Kumagaya town in 1875. It diffused from posting and castle towns to small
The urban dairymen organized a campany named the Mu-

sashi Chikusan (livestock), to supply fresh milk and raize dairy cows with non-lactation in the

towns throughout the Meiji era.

mountain pastures in 1920’s.

They also organized the integrated city milk processing campanies in accordance with
wartime economic system and released the dairy cows to the farmers because of shortage of
feed. These farmers introduced the milk processing plant of Morinaga Dairy Products, which
produce condenced milk and milk powder by gathering the milk from the dairy farmers. But
some dairy farmers tried to ship their milk to the milk plants in Tokyo by railway. In order to
market fluid milk, they were obliged to build the common milking facilities in each dairy

village. Therefore, the functional dairy areas were formed in prewar period.
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The Saitama dairy cooperative was organized in 1948 at Yorii, where dairy products plant
of Morinaga Campany were built in 1937, and it was the largest organization in milk produc-
tion and in members of dairy farmers. On the other hand, hoth Meiji and Snow Brand (Yuki-
jirushi) Dairy Products Campanies took the contracts of milk trade with the other dairy coo-
peratives or bought the local milk plants in this region in order to gather the resources for
fluid milk in 1950’s, when the population tended to concentrate more and more to a hig city,
Tokyo, with the recovery of Japanese ecomony. In other words, the big dairy products cam-
panies established the milk gathering stations as many as possible. This means that this dairy
region was fully included to the Tokyo metropolitan milkshed.

On the other hand, keeping and milking dairy cows started with a part of compound
agricultural managements. Keeping proportion of dairy cows to total farmers was, therefore,
high in paddy field areas, especially places along the Tone River, where natural grasses in the
riverbank were available, between 1950 and 1960. But the ratio went down in paddy field areas
and up in alluvial upland area after 1965. With the inclusion of this dairy region into the To-
kyo metropolitan milkshed dairy farmers tended to cluster two groups. One group tended to
withdraw from dairy farming and to be engagd in non-agricultural occupations. The other
group tended to specilize their managements more and more in dairy farming. As a result,
the number of dairy farms declined sharply and specialized dairy farms, which keep large
dairy herd, appeared.

Development of large dairy farms produced many milk cooling stations, which keep raw
milk cool and fresh with bulk cooling tanks, as a branch facilities of dairy cooperatives, which
characterize this area as second functional dairy region of the Tokyo metropolitan milkshed as
a whole. But emergence of specialized dairy farms equipped with bulk cooling machine let
the milk gathering stations go out of use recently.

Now dairy farmers are compelled to restrict the milk production because they want to
maintain the domestic milk price high and import of overseas milk products with low price
is increasing by govermental policy.
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