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A Study of Buildings with Freestanding Munamochibashira in Yayoi and Kofun Period

YaMasHITA, Yusuke

Research on buildings with freestanding munamochibashira excavated from Yayoi and Kofun
period sites has hitherto been characterised by the repetition of arguments based on familiar,
representative examples. The result is that the interpretation of these distinctive examples has
become the prevailing interpretation of these kinds of buildings as a whole. However, the marked
increase in this type of building uncovered in archaeological excavations in recent years has provided
archaeologists with the opportunity to compare precise distinctions between buildings of this kind.
Given the present state of the field, it can be argued that existing interpretations that have relied upon
representative examples are insufficient and, moreover, there is a need for new interpretations. For this
reason, the following paper will address the archacological evidence for buildings with freestanding
munamochibashira by focusing on analysis of primary data drawn from a number of examples. With this
methodology, this paper aims to form a more probable interpretation of the character of buildings with
freestanding munamochibashira, whilst attempting to reconstruct the structure of the societies that made
use of them.

This paper clarifies the characterisation of buildings with freestanding munamochibashira as above-
ground type buildings and, in addition, draws attention to the presence of a clear distinction between
buildings of this kind and those that surround them within settlements. These observations are used to
indicate the possibility that, in addition to their original, practical function as storechouses (kura), these
buildings also fuifilled non-everyday functions associated with agricultural rituals. Furthermore, an
interpretation of the societies that used these buildings is attempted through analysis of the changes that
took place in these structures during the Yayoi and Kofun period. Firstly, the observation that structures
of this type accompanied by boundary features become particularly conspicuous in the Kofun period, in
contrast with the earlier Yayoi period, is used to discuss the existence of prominent social differentiation
within Kofun period settlements vis-a-vis the relatively relaxed social differentiation apparent in Yayoi
period settlements. Secondly, it is noted that the conspicuous inter-settlement variations in buildings with
freestanding munamochibashira, present in the archaeological record from Yayoi period settlements,
are absent in structure examples found in the following Kofun period. Archaeologi‘éal evidence for the
existence of a prescribed standard for this type of building, shared and recognised amongst Kofun period
settlements is used to infer that the structure of Kofun period society was characterised by the buildings

that were managed in accordance with principles that were shared on an inter-settlement level.
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