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Characteristics and Logic in the Policy of the School Evaluation System
Planned by MEXT: From the Viewpoint of Comparison
with a School Evaluation System Proposed
by Councils Put Forth by the Cabinet Office

Ichiro KANAMORI

This[Al] paper aimed to examine the reactions of Japan's Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT) to deregulations or structural reforms in the school evaluation system and the rationale
behind the reactions. Therefore, official papers, reports, or accounts of meetings published by MEXT and Council
on Economic and Fiscal Policy, as well as reforms proposed by the Council for Regulatory Reform in the Cabinet
Office were analyzed. In addition, books written by the Council for Regulatory Reform committee members were
used as secondary research sources. The analysis focused on the following viewpoint: school evaluation as a
school improvement strategy or an audit or inspection. The analysis revealed the following results:

Unlike Cabinet councils, MEXT did not specify conducting inspections or check after education deregulation
in the school evaluation system; rather, it specified that educational boards played a supportive role in the
improvement of the school evaluation system. Furthermore, it did not support the abolishment of educational
boards and maintained that they were imperative to the school evaluation system.

The rationale behind MEXT’s reaction to the Cabinet councils’ policy was as follows: First, MEXT
emphasized the importance of the cooperation between schools and parents or community residents. Second, the
inspection of scheols or check after education deregulation should be implemented not by the school evaluation
system but as a regular function of educational boards. Third, in relation to the post-deregulations checks, MEXT
intended to participate in the administration of compulsory education by defending educational boards.



	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056

