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‘Changing the First Impression, — Elizabeth Schwartz:

Our first impressions of people are often quite difficult to alter, even after a significant passage of time. What
we have a tendency to overlook is the fact that first impressions are primarily subjective. We make judgements
based on our perceptions of “right” and “wrong” and even on our temporary moods. The latter example is portrayed
by Akutagawa’s narrator of the short story “The Tangerines.” When a young girl enters a train car one evening, the
narrator’s initial perception of her is truly a reflection of his own dismal outlook on life. As the train travels on-
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ward, the first impression changes faster than in the average process.
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Kimberly A. Harrison:

Ryunosuke Akutagawa in his story “The Tangerines” has an interest in “the beauty of the moment.” In the story,
it is the power of one moment which totally transforms the opinion of the narrator in the story. In the beginning of
the narrative, it is clear that the narrator finds the country girl, who shares the train ride with him, very unappeal-
ing because of her physical appearance. However, the moment in which the girl throws the tangerines to the young
boys from the train window changes his opinion of the girl. It is in “the beauty of this moment” that the narrator is
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able to see the true beauty of the country girl; it is a beauty within.
The narrator’s description of the country girl in the beginning of the train ride is very derogatory. At this point
in the story, he finds the girl repulsive because of her external appearance. The narrator describes the girl's “physi-
que” with many adjectives which are not flattering.
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In conclusion, the “beauty of the moment” can be seen as a very powerful force in Akutagawa’s story “The
Tangerines.” It is because at one beautiful moment that the narrator in the story is able to recognize the true essence .
of what makes a person beautiful. The narrator learns that beauty can not be judged only in terms of external
appearances; sometimes it is the inner, spiritual qualities, like the love, caring, and generosity of the country girl,
which create the true essence of beauty. .
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My comment on Kimberly’s —1I think your paper is nearly perfect. Every time you write very well. Especial-
ly, this last one is the best, or no less excellent than before. You caught part and parcel of this story and Akutagawa.
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You are also able to recognize the true essence of what makes a person beautiful. This recognition is apt to lead mor-
al appreciation of the story. People have a tendency to appreciate literary works morally. I think that I can find such

a tendency more in American students than in Japanese, because of Puritanism in the United States.
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Nick Bates:

There is a lesson to be learned from the narrator’s change of attitude towards the country girl. From the outset
he judges the girl based on her appearance. The narrator seems to be able to categorize for himself everything about
the girl solely based on what she looks like. An example of his attitude : “Lighting a cigarette and partly wishing to
forget her depressing presence.” First of all, the narrator finds her presence depressing, based on her looks. He lists
things like her hair, cheeks, and clothes as ample proof for justifying his conclusions about her. What about her ex-

pression? Is the country girl smiling? Do her eyes have any twinkling in them?
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At the end of the story the narrator is able to witness a moving display of affection between the country girl
and her brothers. As a result “I turned slightly and looked at the young girl as though she were a different person.”
The narrator has a different opinion of the girl based on this encounter. The author used this encounter to open the
eyes of the narrator, so that he may understand the girl based on her inner being rather than her outer. This also
opens the eyes of the reader who was holding incorrect opinions about the girl based solely on her looks. This story
makes the point that there is more to a person than his/ her looks. And if the reader is not careful, he will start
judging someone based on appearance and not the inner spirit, just as the narrator did. It is learned that unattrac-
tive, even seemingly selfish people, can be very loving inside, and that such judgements are often made based on
biased information. The reader is introduced to the country girl, who certainly is not as attractive as Lorenzo, but

has a similiar loving spirit. Akutagawa is making a strong statement about person’s quality and how it should not be
derived. 3
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My comment on Nick’s — ‘The Tangerines’ taught us a lesson that people shouldn't judge the other person on
his/ her appearance, because he/ she might have a beautiful heart inside. That's of course right. As you know, this
story is not a didactic story. I believe that Akutagawa wouldn't intend to give us such a lesson. He only wanted to
write that there might be a beautiful moment even in the gloomy life. Your former comment in this paper concerns
‘the moment’ and the relation between the narrator and reader. That’s right, too. I am very happy to read your excel-

lent paper every time.
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Sean Pickard:

This is a very interesting story by Akutagawa. I think I enjoy his psycological and philosophical studies more
than his straight-forward short stories such as “Rashomon” or even the beautiful tale of “The Martyr”. I would be in-
terested in reading more stories like “The Tangerines”.

Az% comment on Sean’s) —I wonder if 'Rashomon’ is a atraight-forward short story. 'The Martyr’ is of
course beautiful tale. I am very interested in the appreciation that you consider this story psycological and philo-

sophical. Jennifer writes 'This (‘The Tangerines’), perhaps, is best of all.’
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David Silverberg:
In the scene of the falling tangerines, he sees that she is full of love and life and color. It strikes him so deeply
that (according to Hiraoka Toshio’s translation, not the textbook’s) “the scene was so clearly branded upon my heart

that I felt pain”. He was overjoyed at seeing and experiencing such a sight, but it hurt him, because at that moment
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he realized that it was he who was dull and lifeless. It is another example of how Akutagawa uses conflicting or
“ambivalent” emotions to make a statement. We can see the hero’s reaction in the last paragraph, which shows us the
irony that Akutagawa wants the reader to feel. (Again according to Hiraoka Toshio’s translation rather than the
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absurdity of my own tiresome, dull life.” ’
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(My comment of David’s) — Every time you write well. Especially, this last one is the best. Your appreciation
of this story is deep and sharp. Some students think that 'I" could forget the vargar and wearisome life completely,
according to the text-book. You might be only one to point Akutagawa’s irony and gloomy life.
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‘The girl’s hopes and dreams’ — Steven M. Weber :

He realizes her purpose when he sees three young ruddy-faced boys running towards the train. The girl waves
and throws several tangerines to these boys, who are obviously her little brothers. The narrator realizes that she is
rewarding them for coming to see her as she leaves home to go to work for the first time. He is filled with admira-
tion for this girl and realizes that she is a person with a family, who obviously has hopes and dreams, not unlike
himself. He confesses to having lost his earlier weariness. This impression could only have occurred in a situation
where he could actually get to know her character.

GS% comment on Steven’s) — You can understand this story well. [ am interested in your addition to the girl,
her hopes and dreams that we can hardly find in her appearance. Do yor believe that he could have parted his

wearisome life after this? You should know he lost his earlier weariness i a while.
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‘From the heavenly skies’ — Michael Piker:

“Then as though from the heavenly skies upon the heads of the little children fell five or six tangerines dyed
with the warm fiery color of sunshine " Tangerines grow in nature with the help of god. When the country girl
threw the fruit, it was the help of god. When the country girl threw the fruit, it was like an cscoa baby coming
alive for everyone to see and cherish. God made the tangerines bright because new life is bright and he wanted to

make the moment memorable for the three little boys.
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“The scene of falling tangerines.” — Then, as though from the heavenly skies upon the heads of the little chil-
dren fell five or six tangerines dyed with the warm fiery color of sunshine ” In the original, “Then, five or six
tangerines dyed with the warm color of sunshine as to beat heart fell upon the heads of the children from the sky.”
(my literal translation). “Heavenly” the translator adds to the sky, will invite students to read this scene more
deeply.

Akutagawa depicts the color of tangerines with the warm color of sunshine, because the tangerines are the sym-
bol of the sister’s love for her little brothers. “The warm fiery color” in the text is problematic because “warm” is in
contradiction with “fiery”
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