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Over the solitary hills he fared,

Thoughtless at first, but ere eve’s star appeared
His phantasy was lost, where reason fades,

In the calm’d twilight of Platonic shades.

(Lamia, 1, 233-36)
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When from the slope side of a suburb hill,
Deafening the swallow’s twitter, came a thrill

of trumpets—Lycius started ——the sound fled,
But left a thought, a buzzing in his head.

For the first time, since first he harbour’d in
That purple-lined palace of sweet sin,

His spirit pass’d beyond its golden bourn

Into the noisy world almost foresworn.

(Lamia, 11, 26-33)
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The lady, ever watchful, penetrant,

Saw this with pain, so arguing a want

of something more, than her empery

of joys; and she began to moan and sigh

Because he mused beyond her, knowing well

That but a moment’s thought is passion’ passing bell.
“Why do you sigh, fair creature?’ whisper’d he:
“Why do you think ?” return’d she tenderly :

“You have deserted me; ——where am-I now?
“Not in your heart while care weighs on your brow :
“No, no, you have dismiss’d me; and I go

“From your breast houseless: ay, it must be so0.”

(Lamia, 11, 34-45)
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It is a flaw

In happiness, to see beyond our bourn,
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(Epistle to John Hamilton Reynolds, 82-83)
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“My thoughts! shall I unveil them ? Listen then!
“What mortal hath a prize; that other men

“May be confounded and abash’d withal,

“But lets it sometimes pace abroad majestical,
“And triumph, as in thee I should rejoice

“Amid the hoarse alarm of Corinth’s voice.

“Let my foes choke, and my friends shout afar,
“While through the thronged streets your bridal car
“Wheels round its dazzling spokes.”

(Lamia, 11, 56-64)
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The truth about Lamia is that Keats himself did not know whether she was a

thing of beauty or a thing of bale. He only knew that if %e were to be deprived
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“of her, he would die, which ke did, in the poem and in fact.
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1. cf. Jack Stillinger, The Hoodwinking of Madeline (Univ. of Illinois, 1971), p. 58. .. . the
poem [ Lamia) serves well to introduce the basic Keatsian conflict between mundane reality and
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