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Training of a Child with Autistic Spectrum Disorder and Mental Retardation
to Explain about the Unnatural Situations

Taro AMAGAI" and Shigeki SONOYAMA™

The present study examined the effects of tact training of a 8-year-old male child with autistic
spectrum disorders using actual performance to explain not the natural situation but the unnatural
situation. In the training sessions, the child was said, “If the unnatural event was happen, please tell
me”, and shown several actual performance of actors acted naturally (the natural situation) or
unnaturally (the unnatural situation). Then, in subsequent generalization sessions, he was shown
different actual performance of same actors that had not been used in the training sessions as well as
other video clips of other actors exhibited. The results showed that voluntary tact was occurred but not
every performances. From the episode after training that he can tell about only topic which he is
interested in, tact training should be 1) speaker can select what he want to describe, 2) what to describe
is not always same, 3) speaker is interested in what to describe, 4) what to describe is to evoke positive

reinforcement easily.

Key words: autistic spectrum disorder, unnatural situations, tact, generalization
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