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Teaching expository text structure to children with learning

difficulties using computerized materials

Michiko OHIRA "V , Shingo NAGATA? and Fumiko HIGASHIBARA ¥

There is especially a difficulty in the grasp of the structure for children with learning difficulties to
understand expository text, so they need much support in that point. The aims of this study are to
examine how to evaluate the summary that normal children produced (study I), and to examine how to
help children with learning difficulties to understand text structure, as the application of study I (study
IT). We used expository text the third or the fourth graders of elementary school can understand in
pre-/post-test and teaching with PC materials. In Study I, the effectiveness of a quantitative evaluation
of the summary was shown from the analysis of point IU ratio. In study II, the effectiveness of the
instruction for children with learning difficulties to grasp the text structure with PC materials was
shown. It was thought that the guidance of the generalization to be able to draw the structure chart that

the children had studied with PC materials even on paper was necessary as future tasks.

Key words: Children with learning difficulties, comprehension of expository text, understand text

structure, summary statement, PC material
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