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Life-centered Education as Result of Educational Trial at the Beginning of Education for
Children with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities in Japan.

Hiroki YONEDA

The school has been faced to the problem of development of the inclusive curriculum that all stu-
dents can access. For this problem solution, universality and originality of the education for the student
with intellectual and developmental disabilities should become common understanding. Because, it is
considered that the education has a structure of curriculum different from that of general education. As
a preliminary work to examine universality and originality of that, the current study verified education-
al practice for children with subnormal or mental deficiency in prewar days and postwar days. In the
elementary school education for the subnormal children at prewar days, the classes of skill subjects
were increased more than academic subject, and the synthetic learning which centered on the life guid-
ance was attached to importance from the teaching subject. The reasons for this were that the object
group included children who needed the guidance before the first grade and that there was a certain
limit in the result of their learning in academic subject. In the education for the children with mental
deficiency at the beginning of postwar days, the promotion of the ability of social life was aimed and

the units of experiences of along the context of the real life were offered as teaching materials.

Key Words: life-centered curriculum, subject curriculum, inclusive curriculum, intellectual and devel-

opmental disability, historical study
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