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A Study of the Current Status of Individual Teaching Plans Used in Public
Preschools in Japan: A Questionnaires Survey of 41 Public Preschools

Jinhee KIM and Shigeki SONOYAMA

The present study examined the linked process from identifying the actual conditions of
children with disabilities to evaluating their Individual Teaching Plans and the current status of
the utility of Individual Teaching Plans in public preschools. Its aim was to show how special
educational support for preschoolers with disabilities is effected in 41 public preschools which
had become cooperation preschools by the investigation research business of the early childhood
education department of Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. The
results showed the following. First, Individual Teaching Plans were being implemented at 36
public preschools (92%) and 84% of these had started from when they had become cooperation
preschools. Second, observation records were being used for identifying the actual conditions
experienced by children with disabilities at all public preschools, whereas a checklist and
materials from the various related institutes were being used at only 15% of public preschools.
Third, many public preschools showed that improvements in Individual Teaching Plans are
needed to enable more effective use of daily education activities. What is needed, therefore, is
the further development of a manual to make use of Individual Teaching Plans based on
assessment results collected to identify the actual conditions of children with disabilities and the

development of methodologies for more effective use of daily education activities.

Key Words . public preschool, special educational support , Individual Teaching Plans,

questionnaire survey
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