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Spontaneous Use of the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) in
Home by a Child with Autistic Disorder

Keita IIJIMA*, Kousuke TAKAHASHI** and Fumiyuki NORO**

The Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) was developed as a means to teach
functional communication using picture cards to children with autism and related developmental
disabilities. The purpose of present study was to increase the use of PECS in the home. The
participants were an elementary school student with autistic disorder and his mother. When the
procedures were planed, an ecological assessment was implemented. In addition, the procedures
based on the PECS training manual and the incidental teaching were implemented. These
procedures were implemented by mother of the student. As a result, the student increased the
quantity of PECS use when the incidental teaching was implemented. The results suggest that
the combination of ecological assessment and incidental teaching was effective for increase of
the PECS use in the student®s home. These results are discussed in terms of maintenance of the

PECS use for a prolonged period by building PECS into the parent training programs.

Key Words : PECS, incidental teaching, ecological assessment, elementary school student with

autistic disorder
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