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Abstract

Questioning Modern Education and Society in Japan: Masamune Hakucho's
translation of Henryk Sienkiewicz's “From the Diary of a Tutor in Poznan”

Pieter VAN LOMMEL

In March 1904, Japanese novelist Masamune Hakucho’s short story “Sayuri” (Lily) appeared in
the education magazine Kyotkukar (The World of Education). It is a translation of Polish Nobel
laureate Henryk Sienkiewicz's “The Diary of a Tutor in Poznan” (1879), a story which strongly
criticizes the oppression of the Polish language and culture under the German Kulturkampf by
relating how German education in Poland brought a little Polish schoolboy to a tragic death. This
paper clarifies which English translation Hakucho used as source text for his Japanese translation
and analyzes the meaning “Sayuri” took on in its Japanese context. It is argued that the publication
of this story in Kydtkukai, a magazine aimed at teachers, not only foregrounded the powerful plea
for child-centered education in this novel, but also allowed for indirect criticism of Meiji Japan's
increasingly nationalist education policy given the direct link between Japanese and German
education. In addition, this paper draws attention to the complexity of the ‘weak’ protagonists in
“Sayuri”, concluding that Hakucho's reading of Sienkiewicz should be interpreted within the
emerging naturalist literary movement in Japan at the time.
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Henryk Sienkiewicz. Yanko, the Musician and Other Stories. Trans. Jeremiah Curtin.
Boston: Little, Brown, 1893.
- “Yanko the Musician” — IEZREE [DEE) MEENSE) 8% 85 (1902 4
8 A 10 B
- “The Lighthouse Keeper of Aspinwall”
“From the Diary of a Tutor in Poznan” — FEFEHBE NES) EER) 3%
65 (190443 A3 H)
- “Comedy of Errors: A Sketch of American Life” — FFEABELEEROESETK
1 105125 (190449 A1 H)
- “Bartek the Victor”
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In two of the stories, however, there are characters not familiar to Americans,
and to these I beg to call attention in this place.

The first of these is the schoolmaster [...]. The German schoolmaster among the
Poles takes the place of the missionary of old times [...] called in to make the
conquest permanent by assimilating the Slavs to the Germans [...].

Hence Sienkiewicz presents to us the teachers who brought little Mihas to his
death and Bartek the Victor to prison and financial ruin.
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