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Abstract

The Man Who Is “Outside”:
The representation of a Hansen'’s Disease patient in Hojo Tamio’s “The Farce”

Juhee LEE

H6jo Tamio’s 1938 novella “The Farce” (Ddkeshibai) deals with an episode of reunion between
the protagonist Yamada, a socialist who has committed tenkd (ideological recantation), and Tsuji,
Yamada’s former protégé who has lived in a quarantine hospital since being diagnosed with
Hansen'’s Disease (HD). This novella explores parallels between the compulsory segregation of HD
patients and the political repression of socialists in 1930s’ Japan: both were the subject of exclusion
by the nation-state of those who were regarded as unnecessary to their society. In this article, I
examine these commonalities by demonstrating that Tsuji, who temporarily appears outside of the
leprosarium, is depicted as a mirror image of Yamada, who is provisionally freed from prison after
recanting his leftist beliefs. I argue that this HD patient’s character is portrayed not only as the
protagonist’s alter ego but also as a figure representing contemporary marginalized people in

Japanese society.
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