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A Study of the Youth Support Station as a Social Resource:
The Principle of “Workfare” Represented by Determining
the Transitional Stages of the Project

Kenta OYAMADA

The purpose of this paper is to consider how the youth support station functions as a social resource for
youth with various difficulties by disclosing the purpose and intentions of the youth support station by
determining the transitional stages of the project.

The main findings by showing the transitional stages of the project are summarized as follows. First, this
project has strengthened the functions that encourage youth to engage in stable and continuous employment.
Second, the intentions of cooperation with schools that include many students with various difficulties have
been on the decline. Third, active approaches represented by “Outreach” programs have not received treatment
as important elements. Fourth, and finally, these conflicting outcomes regarding this project are assumed to
cause minor and major sources of confusion among staff that actually support youth.

To interpret the above-mentioned results, the youth support station has been presenting the aspects of
“Workfare.” Therefore, it is necessary to take a closer look at “Education and Training” which appears in this
project and can harm the social welfare and security network for youth.

However, some aspects of this project are expected to provide meaningful social resources that can lead
youth to (re)create “a life of one’s own.” These aspects like public participation and experiential programs in
cooperation with others assume a process of restoring trust in oneself and others, and developing the ability to
learn so as to establish one’s independence which can lead to satisfaction and confidence, and deepen belief in
oneself, others, and‘society, and recreate one’s vision of society.
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