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A qualitative study of community building among university student clubs

Ryota Kitamoto (Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba,

Tukuba 305-8572, Japan)

Yuji Moro (Faculty of Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)

Recently, the significance of university club activity has been increasing. In this paper, we

investigate the process of community building within university student clubs through a qualitative

approach. Consequently, four hypotheses concerning community building were generated from the

study: (1) Students build community through reciprocal interactions between in-group and out-group

orientations; (2) Students recognize the diversity within their community and realize mutual cohesion

through activities; (3) Students employ some out-group resources in building their community; and (4)

Students are supported by their associate members.
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