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Current status of approaches to group speech sessions at
preschools for hearing-impaired children

Eriko SUZUKI* Atsuko SATO**

To improve the development of the Japanese language in hearing-impaired infants, language training
in the form of group speech sessions is held at preschools for hearing-impaired children. Although the
group speech session is a very important form of language training that is conducted under everyday
situations appropriate to the children’s interests, there is uncertainty around how to provide such sessions
and how to evaluate their outcomes. From this perspective, we used a questionnaire to assess the
current status and problems of group speech sessions. We found that sessions were held at 84.6% of the
preschools; however, most of them were similar to activities classified as morning meetings at which
schedules were confirmed; they differed from communication activities in which conversations based on
the children’s experiences were held. The following made it difficult to conduct group speech sessions:
(1) difficulties in gathering together enough children to attend; (2) the wide range of children’s language
abilities; (3) the diversity of communication methods; and (4) difficulties in maintaining the expertise of
teachers.

Key words; group speech sessions, Special Needs Education School for the Deaf Pre-school division,
communication activities
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