Tukuba Psychological Research 35
2016, 52, 35-46

ER—HMROERICE T 21%5 ¢
FEENFERV GG

P RSEAMAR BAIT A - B BT

When will the harmonization effects occur?: An investigation using handwritten letters

Kozue Miyashiro and Etsuko T. Harada (Faculty of Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba,
Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)

Previous studies have reported harmonization effects on the processing of words when perceptual
expression (i.e., typography or vocal characteristics) are manipulated to either be harmonized or to
discord with lexical semantics. However, such harmonization was not observed when vocal prosody was
manipulated. To resolve these diverging findings, the present study hypothesizes a factor of information
facelessness, focusing on handwritten letters. In the experiment, the level of harmonization between
lexical semantics and handwritten letters were manipulated (o investigate whether harmonzation
effects would emerge. Participants were required to perform two tasks: a visual world paradigm task
followed by a word association task. In hoth tasks, adjectives were used as the stimuli. However, no
harmonization effects for handwritten letters were ohserved in performance for the visual world task.
The implications for handwritten letters as a form of “faceless” information are discussed.
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