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The relationships between college students’ interests and values on their majors: Development of
a domain values scale for college students

Li Tang (Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tiukuba 305-
8572, Japan)
Miki Toyama (Faculty of Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba , Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)

The present study has two aims: First, to develop a domain values scale for college students, and
to confirm the reliability and validity of the scale. Second, to investigate the relationships between
college students’ interests and values on their majors. In a survey conducted on 330 college students,
a domain values scale for college students was developed, consisting of 5 subscales: reward-related
value, social-related value, interest-related value, interpersonal-related value, and utility-related value.
Reliability was assessed using Cronbach's «. Correlations between achievement motivation, difficulty
perception, mastery goals, self-regulation strategies using and the subscales of the domain values scale
for college students provided evidence for the construct validity. A cross-lagged model was used to
examine the reciprocal relationships between college students’ interests and values on their majors.
The results indicated that the interest-related value in freshman year predicted the current interest
and the interest in freshman vear predicted the current utility-related value. In addition, it showed a
positive relationship between the current interest-related value and the out-of-class learning time on
their majors, also between the current utility-related value and the major-related career choice.
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