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Method for Understanding Folk Customs
in the Theory of Hirofumi Tsuboi
Toward a “Folklore of Interaction”

This paper discusses the “framework” necessary for understanding “folk cus-
toms” through the study of the method developed by Hirofumi Tsuboi (1929-1988)
to understand these customs.

Tsuboi’s folklore has been given the biased slogan “folklore of the potato”,
and the concept involved in his folklore has been largely forgotten. This paper
elucidates the “framework” of the Tsuboi theory using the analytical concept of
“category” and shows that his folklore involves the intention for it to be termed the
“folklore of interaction”.

Tsuboi defined “folk customs” as the “aggregation of a continuous process of
self-awareness resulting from impacts created by contacts with different cultures”.
The “folk customs” defined by Tsuboi refer to what are created during contact
between cultures that are politically as well as economically unequal. He used the
analytical concept of “category” to understand this phenomenon, and named the
system without particular folklore materials “quintessence”. Because quintessence
assumes a unitary “our world,” it cannot focus on contacts between different cul-
tures. Tsuboi’s folklore tried to describe the folklore phenomena spilling over from
quintessence by using the concept of “category.”

The uniqueness of the Tsuboi theory lies in the conception of “creating so-
ciety and culture from the folklore dimension”, in this phase focusing on the “folk
customs” created in the biased cultural contacts that are observed everywhere. Per-
spectives of the “folklore of interaction” spread beyond Tsuboi’s folklore that tried
to seek relief from self-absorption in the world of folk customs and asked, with sin-
cerity, what actually were folk customs.
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DEANDEIZ, FEHE D, BEOHMRIGER 2 2w MED LD TIZAR <, B, Z2H%
WL 2 M2 TW5 ] [FFH 1986b:96] D& &5 2 Tnwizo, BEICBWTYH
BETAPHHEL T E I L2 RBFOIEPLFEIEL L) LR ART2DTHL, Zx il
X TRSADERERT., BICHRZHZEICE T EREOTICRFICEL L TVZA
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