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Documenting the Folklore of Nursing Care Sites
Focusing on the People of the “Called-for Type”

In folklore thus far, while elderly informants have been indispensible, elderly
persons who require nursing care have been missing due to inability to “narrate” for
themselves. The purpose here is to describe the situation of these elderly people as
they carry on their daily lives in short-term nursing facilities. I especially wish to fo-
cus on people known in this paper as the “called-for type.” These are elderly people
who have been asked to move to the residential location of their children who live in
cities, and who are living out their old age in places other than where they were born
and brought up or in which they are used to living. In contrast, the “community-at-
tached type” refers to elderly people who continue to live out their old age in places
where they were born and brought up or in which they are used to living. These two
different types of people each have their own characteristic ambience. The “called-
for type” elderly pay more attention to the aspect of creating a place in which to feel
comfortable than their physical nursing care.

The short-term nursing facilities to which the elderly move their daily lives
are indeed “ordinary” in the sense that they support daily life itself, but the tempo-
rary locale of such facilities also carries the dual significance of an “non-ordinary
space” to which elderly persons move from their home.
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