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New Issues Concerning Written Materials

From a historical point of view, one characteristic of Japanese villages is that
they had high literacy rates and that the people living there utilized various docu-
ments or records for their lives. That’s why a school known as historical folklore
studies has developed among Japanese folklorists.

In recent studies of Japanese history, a new trend can be seen in the treatment
of written materials. The new method is not to describe past events using informa-
tion from the documents, but rather to reconstruct the social environment in which
it actually functioned. Historians changed the perspective of their field from being a
container of old information to being a vivid media in actual society.

On the other hand, in Japanese folklore we have had little direct discussion
on written materials themselves in spite of our abundant experience and techniques
for using them. In fact, many folklorists are now distancing themselves from written
materials and historical matter, under the call of “living folklore.”

As a new issue concerning written materials, this paper focuses on some doc-
uments in the long process of transmission from generation to generation and aims
to grasp them as living media creating an original perceptual communication around
itself, not as indirect clues like time capsules conveying facts from the past. We are
paying particular attention to the visual style in expressing folk words.

This standpoint will enable us to define the unique function of written materi-
als in an audiovisual space. Furthermore, we can expect to put this visual style cor-
rectly in complex relationships with the oral, plastic, architectural, behavioral, and
other media, into which Japanese folklore have mainly concerned itself up to now.
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TeEBR TN 20,

2. WRHIFZED =D DRI

HANEOSZFHERE WA, £9 1 1980 FRBED 5 DU HEH 2L E § 2 RO
ERZDNELTHE, TOHMELTHELICETOENEDIE, iAEIEBREV D SHEIC
IRENBEI R, WDWDE (U TTY—) 22 Th, HBAREEFX, HHEROK
FEHNC & o THRADIBTRESIMEIHRICIZ > TWVWA T &2 L [HAK 1985: 239-240], ZD
L U TNADOYXFHEBICEHZ S M Lz [HAR 1990: 84-85], FiL Cld AFLO S 7z
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ENBIE R OBIREEZ 2B EE 5Nz it 1993: 54-58; /)il 1999b: 9-10] 6
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EEETOXIRLT Z2MEADH 2 MO HFIERORE [#H 1985; 1995] R EMNTNICH
e Bo/a ki, LUEROMZEHITIE 728X Faoh ™ &0 5 FERWIdESRIE L.
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5. SIHELHOT7 ¢ —)UR
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Do

ZOUEOFERIE TRA - KA - KTOEKROLE ] [#5 1962] LT 255 T, HE
Sk D TR AL TERA) OFEREEET S C LIk > T, SLHEBO R E OZ(LABMT ) 7z,
LS ORESR 4 2159 TEO b EHMHMEOFEE TLI5Y =K Al ICHEKT S 05
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KRR DH S TFEHRTILETERY, A TCTFERT 4 — IV LNV TREINEH TS
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Bl O TRB] TARYICOWVODDE DNz XS ITEHRZ RN, BHRERICH D RNE RO,
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MR G TEAEIC & o THERIZATS OS2 > Tz [HE 1987 (1951) : 115; AIFkAR 1981
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