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Changes in the Consciousness of Intergenerational Disparities in Contemporary Japan:
A Comparative Analysis between 2010 and 2014 Surveys

Junpei SAKURAI

The purpose of this study is to clarify changes in the consciousness of intergenerational
disparities and demand for the elderly, as well as factors in this regard. Social surveys regarding
human coexistence conducted in 2010 and 2014 were analyzed. Regarding disparities, the surveys
asked respondents to indicate the statement they agreed with most: (1) the elderly have more
wealth than the young, (2) the young have more wealth than the elderly, (3) intra-generational
disparities are larger than inter-generational disparities, or (4) there are no disparities. The main
findings are as follows.

First, from 2010 to 2014, the percentage of those who agreed with (1) increased from 28.2% to
38.2%. By contrast, of the percentage of those who agreed with (3) decreased from 62.8% to 53.0%.
Only a small percentage agreed with (2) and (4). These results suggest that Japanese people have
become more conscious of intergenerational disparities.

Second, particular groups are much more conscious of intergenerational disparities: young
people, middle- and high-income people, people out of work, people who think distribution should be
based on merit, and women. In addition, consciousness of intergenerational disparities and having
experience interacting with the elderly were unrelated.

Third, people who are conscious of intergenerational disparities believe that the elderly must
engage in self-help efforts and contribute to society and do not believe that policies for the elderly
that support sporting and cultural activities are necessary. These beliefs became more pronounced.

Fourth, people who are conscious of intergenerational disparities distrust the government and

feel helpless with regard to social change.





