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It was considered unmanly for a samurai to betray his emotions on his face. ‘He shows
no sign of joy or anger’, was a phrase used in describing a great character. The most
natural affections were kept under control. A father could embrace his son only at the
expense of his dignity; a husband would not kiss his wife—no, not in the presence of
other people, whatever he might do in private! There may be some truth in the remark
of a witty youth when he said, ‘American husbands kiss their wives in public and beat

them in private; Japanese husbands beat theirs in public and kiss them in private’.”
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Miho was a friend I had made since entering junior high, and she was incredibly
beautiful. White [skin] and slim, her brown hair swung in curls around her shoulders.

[She had] somewhat of a doll-like air [to her].”

AXREBEEOOIEbN L ELN 2 ZOEIRTIE, [ JoFCHRHEs NS
£, TEBRUENREEGRIAALNTCVE LI THE, LorLudb, fHilz
HEROLEDIZBWTE, [RAS—=<] LW XTSRS LTI, [Eho
SOMNnE] £ LT [RFH] BoRic b ks hs [KR e —<] &b\?.m;t b
Z2b, HEADBOBIIEEN S W I EDFHRE T o TV, FTz. HEEBOIRIZEBW
T, AEOEOEHFFEBVI LI, BHIREREIZV (FAMBB LW &f%é &
WORMHRIEBEEL T W), £07o, HFEEO [FEVCENEOHT 0 TH— VL THE
NTW3B] H1FE, BIZELWOKTH LRI T, [RESA—<DEBVE] LR



NoEo, <BELGT=WENLE>AA—VBELLLVWI EIIL S,
[BREA] & [2%] oS bEEETH 5,

This year, too, Dad didn’t give her anything. Even during the toast, although everyone
said “congratulations”, only Dad remained silent. But that had already become normal
[state of things], and nobody (including me, of course) thought it was strange. At
times like this, if it were Miho’s dad, I thought he would certainly give Mom something

(flowers or accesories) as a present.
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“When I said I wanted some melon, Dad immediately went and got one.”

Saying that much, Mom was silent. Then Mom and Grandma looked at each other and
giggled.

“What?”

“Well, your Dad...” Mom said, lowering her voice, “...said, from now on, every year
until 1 die, I'll buy you a melon, so will you just get well again.”

Grandma giggled, and Mom’s face seemed about to laugh.

“He says this with an earnest expression. ‘Until I die’, he says,” she said once more.
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