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The sense of mission within victims of The Great East Japan Earthquake: A content analysis

study of victim statements

Yasuhiro Aikawa (Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba,

Otsuka, Bunkyo 112-0012, Japan)

Yutaka Matsui (Faculty of Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)

We conducted an exploratory investigation into the sense of mission towards the incident and

the behavioral and psychological processes of individuals embracing a sense of mission through
content analysis of texts written by victims of The Great East Japan Earthquake. Sixty-nine texts
were sampled from eight volumes of reports and direct memorandums from victims of the disaster-
stricken region. The results of content analysis, used to classify and categorize the victim's statements,
classified 10 texts under a category relating to sense of mission and assigned 13 texts to a category

relating to the behavioral and psychological processes of individuals who embrace a sense of mission.

Through multiple correspondence analysis, the categories were divided into four groups: namely,

psychologically resonant, compassionate towards victims, duty accomplishment, natural performance.
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