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The Role of “Teachér Preparation Center for Integrated Visually

Handicapped Children® in Itinerant Teacher Programs in Taiwan

Ho Hsia Mei and Yoshiko Toriyama

The purpose of this study is to investigate the status and role in which the “Teacher
Preparation Center for Integrated Visually Handicapped Children” has played in the
establishment and development of itinerant teacher program introduced from United
States to Taiwan in the 1960"s, As a first step of this program, the Center was established
as an itinerant teacher training institution in 1966 and it's important role was assigned,
Furthermore as the government did not make any provision for executive agency since
the initiation, the Center opted to take the role of nationwide generalization and
instruction in the realization of this program in addition to the original teacher training
enterprise activities. It appeared that the Center had continually carried out the
Program., However, the following problems emerged. At first, the itinerant teacher
program was not the original role of the Center. Secondly, the Center could not have
a long range plan due to its own commitments such as local administration, budget,
Afterward, an adopiion of the “Teacher Training Law” in 1994 enabled to spread own
the itinerant teacher training to other teacher training colleges also. The role of the
Center as the unique teacher’s training agency lasted for about 30 years. And in [995
the Center associated itself with one section of National Tainan Teachers College to

conduct training for teachers.

Key Words : Taiwan, Children with visual impairments, Inclusion,

Itinerant teacher programs, Teacher-training agency
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