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Geographical Ideas of Carl Ritter

Akira TEZUKA

The main purpose of this paper is to present the geographical ideas of Carl Ritter by his
own writings. Unfortunately, the translation of his texts is completely lacking in our
country. To make up for this great blank, two fundamental essays concerning the nature of
geography (1. e., the opening several pages of Einleitung zu dem Versuche einer allge-
meinen vergleichenden Geographie, which is the introductory. chapter of his famous
Erdkunde, and Uber das historische Element in der geographischen Wissenschaft, his most
famous article) were translated into Japanese and annexed at the end of the paper, For the
better understanding of his texts, the life and works of Carl Ritter are examined briefly in
the first half of the paper.

From the beginning of the nineteenth century, Ritter has been regarded as the founder
of modern ‘new geography’ , which replaced an old ‘handbook (Compendium to use a
Ritter’ s word) geography’ . His concept of geographical science was so influential in the
first half of the nineteenth century that the evaluation of Ritter has been, in many cases, a
main diverging point of opinions in the methodological discussions of later geographers,
But, in spite of his fame and influence, Ritter becomes now almost inaccessible, especially
for non-German geographers.

The crabbed style of his German is an important reason to make his works inaccessible
even to German geographers, In addition to that, the notorious images of his theology and
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teleology, emphasized by O. Peschel and A, Hettner among others, hinder present-day
geographers from taking an immediate interest in his geographical ideas. At the same
time, however, many leading geographers of the world stress frequently a great signifi-
cance of Ritter’ s conception even for present and future directions of geography, The eval-
uation of his geographical ideas still remains unsettled, We must always listen directly to

the words of Carl Ritter.
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