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Transport Capacity and Distribution of Ships
in the Early Modern Japan

Atsushi ONODERA

The distribution of ships of Japan in 1890 was mapped and analyzed to elucidate the trans-
port capacity in the ocean, lakes, and rivers in the early modern period.

Based upon the statistical category, ships are classified into those with the capacity of 50
koku (7.5 tons) or more and those with less than 50 koku capacity.

The distribution of ships with the capacity of 50 koku or more indicates the concentration in
Kobe, Tokyo, Osaka, Yokohama, Nagasaki, and Nagoya. Considerable ships are also distributed
in the Tokyo Bay, Ise Bay, Mikawa Bay, southern Kii Peninsula along the route between Tokyo
and Osaka. On the route between Hokkaido and Osaka, many ships exist in the Toyama Bay,
Noto Peninsula, and Seto Naikai. The area along the Ariakekai shows the most concentration in
Kyushu.

By contrast, many boats with less than 50 koku are identified in the Sanriku coast, Shima
Peninsula, and Genkainada, mainly because those small ships are shipping boats. The small
ships in the inland areas and such urban areas as Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka are cargo boats.

Based upon the analysis of the distribution, this study discussed the changes in the transport
capacity in 12 years. It is identified that the ship transportation in the last two decades are the
19th century are characterized by the transition from traditional to modernized systems.
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