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The Activity Patterns of Mistresses
in Tsukuba Science City

— As a Case in Namiki and Kamisasagi —
Nobuo TAKAHASHI and Rie NAKAMURA

As long as a man lead a life, a man exists in space and time. It is important to realize that
just as we use space and time as resources, allocating particular portions to particular uses.

In this paper, the authors applied to understand mistresses’ time-space behavior, using
Hégerstrand's time-geographic approach. And tried to realised the relation of substantively phe-
nomena in both new and old place of Tsukuba science city.

This paper brings up some mistresses’ daily behaviors in Namiki and Kamisasagi district.
Their attributes were examined by hearing.

Analyzing the data, this article could realised the following results:

1) Mistresses in Namiki act within narrower limits than those in Kamisasagi do. The for-
mer usually uses space only about in Namiki-district and nearby it. Moreover, it can be seen an
organization of co-ordinations in space, "syn-chronization” (Charlstein, 1982). The latter usually
uses space in convenient for driving.

2) The daily movements on weekdays of mistresses’ in Namiki district are influenced by
the Coupling constraints (Héagerstrand, 1970) for their children. With reducing the time needed
for child-care, they have more fixed time, such as working and hobby. Against them, mistresses
in Kamisasagi district have a similar rhythms. They use almost all a day for works on week
days.

These differences produced by following factors.

i) The first factor is the difference of the forming process between two districts. At the
start, mistresses in Namiki hardly have bases for work. Against that, Kamisasagi have been
agricultural district since long ago. So, working is the basic function for daily life for mistresses
in Kamisasagi.

ii) The second factor is the existence of the pedestrian mall and various facilities on it.
The pedestrian mall takes an important part for mistresses to move because of their lack of
mobility. But facilities are limited on condition of location in 'City’ area, so movements in Namiki
centered round some points.
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