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Sustainability of a Rural Community

on the Kurobe Alluvial Fan
Akira TABAYASHI

Since the 1960s agricultural production of advanced countries rapidly increased by the intro-
duction of farm machinery, chemical fertilizers and pesticide, enlargement of farm size, capital in-
tensification, specialization, and the development of agribusiness operations. However, the
growth in productivity and income has been achieved at the expense of resource and environment.
It took a new turn in the late 1980s when sustainable development of agriculture and the stability
of rural communities became most often discussed in North America and Western Europe.

According to the study on rural communities in Canadian Prairie by Everitt and Annis
(1992), sustainable rural communities have viable economic and social bases, good communication
among community members, sufficient cultural and recreational activities, young and flexible lead-
ers, and people willing to invest time, talent and money in the future of their communities. The
objective of this paper is to exemplify a sustainable rural community in Japan referring to the
Canadian case.

Furukurobe, the study area is located on the Kurobe alluvial fan in central Japan facing the
Sea of Japan. It has 113 households with 469 inhabitants. Population of this community has
been increasing slightly, and there are a good number of residents from thirty to forty years of
age. Various organizations and community activities, including administrative, social, economic,
religious, and recreational, keep active. This is mainly because younger generations still main-
tain a traditional custom, that is, one of the sons or daughters of the family returns to the com-
munity to take over their parents’ farm and property. Since high standard of living cannot be
maintained by farming one hectare paddy field, they have to engage in off-farm jobs near the
village. Furukurobe has many employment opportunities because it is located along the national
highway No.8 and is close to two local commercial centers. The successors do not have difficul-
ties in finding jobs near the village.

While most paddy fields on the Kurobe alluvial fan were consolidated and improved in the
1970s, paddies in Furukurobe have kept unchanged since the land improvement was undertaken
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before World War II. This has delayed the development rice farming. However, unimproved
paddy conditions encourage younger people out of the community to return to their home to help
their parents. Ironically, inefficient agricultural environment ties younger generations to this vil-
lage, and they play important roles in making community active and viable.
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