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Acquisition of Sentence Patterns Expressing a
"Causal relationship":a look at intermediate level
learners’ learning of "cause and reason"

MIKI Kyoko

[Abstract] This research examines students that attended a grammar class of the
University of Tsukuba International Student Center offered in the spring semester
2014. The purpose is to know the effect of learning grammar in an intermediate
level class, and to consider some of the difficult points for Japanese learners when
learning sentence patterns expressing cause and reason. The results of the investiga-
tion, learners can grasp the appropriate causal relationship of the consequent and
antecedent, and 1t 1s difficult to make correct sentences which surround the control.
In addition, misuse of other elements is likely to occur. It was found that it was
difficult to provide a completely correct answer in the case of inverted sentences.
Also, the possibility is suggested that “kara,” which expresses cause and reason, is
used as a substitute for the meaning of the succession.

[Keywords] cause/reason, causal relationship, control, fossilization, alternative usage
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