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Consciousness of Students in Unified Primary-Secondary School Educational System:
Comparative Study of Questionnaire Survey

Naochiro HIGUCHI

This paper focuses on results of a questionnaire survey related to the unified primary-secondary school
educational system. Topics included “homeroom teacher and class/subject teacher system,” “interaction
between different grade students” and “advancement and ‘gap from primary school to secondary school.” The
questionnaire survey was carried out in February and March 2013, and 4385 students responded. The results
are as follows.

Students regard teachers as friendly, easy to talk to, and helpful. However, students believe that teachers
do not understand the students’ minds and, on the other hand, students do not attempt to understand their
teachers. Students are motivated and satisfied by the class/subject teacher system for science, physical
education, home economics, music, art and English. The students’ principal reason for motivation and
satisfaction is subject expertise.

Students from different grades interact with each other in school events or extra-curricular activities, and
the lower or middle grade students, especially in a unified primary-secondary school look forward to such
events. On the other hand, higher grade students do not necessarily look forward to such interaction. .

When students advance to the next grade, their sense of responsibility strengthens but their level of
anxiety and difficulty also steadily increases. Specifically, when students enter secondary school or advance to
the seventh grade, worries increase about their studies and ability to make friends. Some sixth grade students
prepare for private school entrance examinations, so the unified primary-secondary school educational system
is incomplete. Seventh grade students of unified primary-secondary schools feel less anxiety than their peers at
separated schools. Ninth grade students sense a great amount of pressure as the senior.
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