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Editorial Note

In 2013, we had nine applications of theses and research notes. Through the blind referee, we selected
three theses and two research notes. Furthermore, we have two reports from our research and educational
activities, two doctoral theses and this year’s five main achievements of each faculty members of our
program.

In the editorial process, we faced the same problem several times: the relation between research about
Japan in English and that in Japanese.

How should we evaluate those researches which are not based on literatures in Japanese but based on
literatures in English? What about researches where no Japanese documents or materials are used? How
can we evaluate the researches of the researchers who have not taken into account the accumulation of
data and researches in Japan because of their lack of Japanese language skills?

Alternatively, how about writing a general explanation about some Japanese issue in English instead of
its analysis because the issue is not well known in the English language?

We analyzed this problem through the judgments of the blind referees. The majority opinion was that
the researches of Japan should come up to the standard of Japan-studies written in Japanese language, but
at the same time some thought that it is not necessary.

Globalization and international academic exchanges are popularizing. Japan-studies in English, which
are not based on researches and materials in Japanese language is spreading. The contents of research on a
single issue about Japan could be very different in Japanese and in English.

This is the current global trend. Our editorial board, and Japanese studies in general, face this challenge.

Yoko Tanaka,
Editor-in-Chief
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