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How musicians narrate their outreach practice: An investigation by the Modified Grounded
Theory Approach

Masayoshi Shinhara (Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba,
Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)
Yuji Moro (Faculty of Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)

Previous studies on music outreach in schools haven't regarded it as a social practice that is co-
constructed by practitioners. Further, none have analyzed data on the practitioners’ narrative using a
systematic procedure. Thus, in the present study, interview data of five musicians continuously engaged
in outreach in schools were gathered and analyzed by the Modified Grounded Theory Approach. This
study aimed to consider ways to support the corroboration between teachers and external experts.
The results show four categories that generate narrative construction: “importance to play in unusual
places,” “spread of genre,” “collaboration between teachers and workers,” and “improvement of
program”. The process of narrative formation for musicians was illustrated as a circulating figure, which
includes “importance to play in unusual places” as its core category. From these results, the process of
going to and from outreach practice and usual activities is shown to serve as the “horizontal dimension”
(Engestrom, 1987) of musicians’ learning. The discussion focuses on the feasibility of using interviews
or meetings as means to support the collaboration between schoolteachers and external specialists.
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