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A Preliminary Study of the Role of Imagination in the Media-Reality
Makoto NAKADA

The aim of this paper is to examine the role of imagination in the so-called media reality.
According to the dominant perspectives of media theores, media reality is a pecuhar or
problematic kind of reality. Many authors of this field tend to insist that media reality is
distorted in various ways and that this kind of reality provides the audience with the false or
illusional images of the “true” realities. Gabriel Weimann is one of those authors who have a
deep interest in the function of this sort of media reality. In one of his books Weimann tried to
analyze the negative effectives of media reality upon the the audiece’'s perception of the
realiries or even their own self-images. For example the famous TV drama ER present some
ditorted images of medical treatments. According to the data that Weimann referred to in his
book, the percentage of “success” of CPR is more than 70% in the drama ER or several similar
dramas,while the true percentage of this medical treatment is just 40%. Weimann argued that
ER is a illusional drama in this respect and that this kind of distortion of realities is very
“popular” phenomena in the TV dramas or even the total TV world. In spite of the validity or
persuasiveness in the surface level, this kind of arguments including Weimann's one seem 1o fail
to grasp the true relationship between the reality and the media reality. Even the objective
figures of success of CPR in the dramas and the real medical treatments don’t have any practical
meanings, if we try to understand the true or false percentages of success of CPR seperately.
The 40% of the true success of CPR doesn’t have any particular meaning for itself, until it is
compared with the imaginative figures of exciting TV dramas. In short the reality can't be
separeted from the imagination or dramatic reality in this case. To put this in a different way
reality and media reality rest on each other and the influence of TV dramas or other contents of
mass media is derived from this fusion of reality and media reality. In most of media studies
this kind of interdependence of reality and media reality seem to be neglected. However, as the
case of the Gulf War suggested, the extent of interdependence of two kinds of realities appear
to be deepening more and more today. Thus the more detailed consideration into the
relationship between reality and media reality or between dramatic imagination and the media
effects seems to be urgent theme for scholars of media studies as well as the the scholars of
other disciplines who are interested in the role of imagination or fantasies in the media world
and the “true” world.
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