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ANt TErT4

Carnap versus Quine
—— What was the issue of their controversy?

Masatoshi NAKAMURA

W. V. Quine, who had been an enthusiastic follower of R. Carnap’s philosophy, threw doubt on
the analytic/synthetic distinction. Quine insisted in his “Two Dogmas of Empiricism” that the
concept of analyticity be dismissed altogether. Carnap reacted against Quine’s attack. The
problem the present paper deals with is: what was the real issue of their controversy over
analyticity? This paper tnies to make clear the following three points.

(1) Carnap and Quine have deeply divided opinions on whether appealing to an artificial
language is useful in understanding the concept of analyticity. Carnap holds that the
analytic/synthetic distinction can be drawn with respect to an artificial language, namely, a
language organized according to explicitly formulated linguistic rules. On the other hand, Quine
argues that appealing to an artificial language is of no help in gaining understanding of
analyticity.

(2) Carnap insists that the concept “analyticity in natural languages™ is acceptable, too. He
argues that both extensions and intensions of expressions can be determined in the case of
what Quine calls radical translation. If his argument is correct, we will be able to define
analyticity with respect to natural languages on the basis of the concept of intension. Quine,
however, made an objection to Carnap’s argument.

(3) The objection Quine raised against Carnap’s argument about radical translation is his
doctrine of the indeterminacy of translation. This well-known doctrine is a direct outcome of
the Carnap-Quine controversy.
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