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The Philosophy of Hajime Tanabe
-— On It's Practical Character —

Susumy ITOH

In this paper we aim at examining the essential character of Hajime Tanahe’s philosophy and
clarifying it' significance. At first we search for the theory of species (FEDEHH) which
corresponds to Tanabe’reality. Secondarily we consider Tnabe’s real intention of the way of
repentance {Metanoetik #i{fF#) which criticizes the philosophical logos and arrives at the non-
philosophical philesophy (15 %27 & %), At last we examine the content of Tanabe’ treatises
on the current affairs.

Our conculsions are as follows, Generally Tanabe'philosophy is regarded as difficult idealism.
But the viewpoint which comes from a superficial understanding is not correct. Tanabe's
phisolophy is concrete theory on the actual facts that Tanabe faces to, For example Tanabe
considers the actual meaning of the emperor system, For Tanabe Emperor is a symbol of nothing
(J8E). However he did not deny the opinion that Emperor has a responsibility for the War.
Tanabe was essentially realist and his philosophy was a practical philoshophy.

Today's Japanese philosophers and moral philosophers forget the practical phase of philosophy.
Their main themes are investigating the logical strusture of philosophical theories. But we must
remember the fact that philosophy is essentially examining and facing up to the meaning of
reality. Therefore we need to study Tanabe’s philosophy seriously.



